[Cell-based therapy to treat stress urinary incontinence: which cell type at what cost?].
In Germany, 6-8 million woman and men suffer urinary incontinence, which represents 12.5 % of the population. It is estimated that by the middle of this century, it will increase to almost 30 %. The primary reason will be primarily related to the aging population but also to patient awareness and seeking a solution. In addition to the cost which is covered by the health insurance, the patient will spend more than half a billion euro/year out-of-pocket, not to mention the social stigma associated with urinary incontinence. The current common treatment options are symptomatic but do not restore functionality. One option might be tissue engineering or stem cell therapy. This article describes the likelihood that this therapy will change the approach in treating stress urinary incontinence. Boundaries and legal aspects are highlighted as well as approximated cost. These treatment costs might be currently higher than the standard treatment options, but the investment to reduce these costs are paid indirectly by society.